COPY FOR MR. RIFE

June 1, 1837

Dr, Joseph D. Heitger
701 Heyburn Building
Louisville, Kentucky

M dear Joe:

Your very welcome letter of May 29 just came in this morning. I
wes surprised to learn that Katrine was in Pasadena, It seems to me that I
haed heard somewhere that she wes to be out here at some wedding, but I had
not heard thet she had arrived. We both hope to be able to see her before
she returns.

I closed my clinic on May 28, having been running it for eizht
months, Our special effort this past winter has been workingz on cataracts,
and while we have treated a number of other infectious conditions (if cata-
rect is an infection), still our principal work has been on the eye,

We have had about thirty cases of cataract. Three of the cases
had, as complications, a dewy cornee, if you know what that means. lost
oculists do not. We treated the dewy cornea empirically with the same MOR
that we used on the cataracts, and the dewy condition disappeared very
promptly. In two of these cases, the patients had both cateract and dewy
cornea.

The clinic just closed last Thursday, and I have not as vet had
time to completely recapitulate and classify all of the cases. I am in the
middle of that job right now. When I get it finished, I want to send you a
copy of it for your disinterested criticism. The facts that will be brought
out by this report are not zuesses, but in every cese, they sre the result
of first, en initiel examination by Dr. J. Ross Reed, an oculist of Pasadensa,
whom no doubt you know. This record is placed at the head of every case be-
fore I teke it, and during the treatments, which average sbout thirty ex-
posures of three minutes eech with the Rife Ray, Dr. Reed exsmines the patient,
reporting to me the progress, if any, which has been made. When the corrected
vision gets 6/6 in one or both eyes, the patient is dismissed as functionally
cured, even though the visible opacities have not been entirely eliminated.
These reports sre carefully checked with the ophthalmoscope. Whet will no
dowbt surprise you, Richard Winter, my nephew, has photozraphed all of the in-
teresting cataracts for me, ziving us e permenent record which could not be

influenced by any desire on our part, the cemera being unemoticnel and re-
cording only facts.

’

Every case that we have treated, with the exception of one which
was a traumatic cateract where the lens was absolutely opaque and of recent
origin, has been benefited. The process of coaguletion hes been stopped and
there has been a distinct retrogression of the opacities, resulting, in most
cases, in a complete restitution of the function of the eye.

The great trouble that I am experiencirng, not only with cetaresct’
but with other conditions, is to build e machine that will definitely and
constantly give an ebsolutely predictable output. Experience has tauzht us
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that the machine, es at present constructed, varies very merkedly under dif-
ferent weather conditions. Wet, cold days at a given setting of the diels,
we do not get the same output at the same setting that we do on dry, werm
deys. As our yardstlck for meesuring the oscillations coming out of the
mechine is hagzy end very difficult to use, you cen readily understand some of
our trouble.

I certainly wish that you were here to study with me our findings,
I do not want to fool myself, and I have taken every preceution thet I knmow of
to prevent that sad occurrence, because I am convinced that the bigzest fool in
ke gorld is the fool who fools himself, Yet when you consider the advanced
age of the patiemts, ayveraging well over 70 yeers and some of them going as
high as 93, their reactions, both-msychic and physical, to any form of treat-
ment that promises to benefit them are very apt to lead eny observer astray.

Not being & trained oculist myself, I have tried to rely only on Dr.
Reed's findings, I have, however, formed in the back of my mind one very
definite conclusion, and that is that there is & lot about cataract that doc-
tors don't know yet, end that the opacities which we see in the lens are not
the sole cause of the lack of vision.

ok I hope you will perdon this rembling letter and ley it to the fact
thet I have not yet organized my own work end my own thoughts on the matter.
I will send you, as soon &8s it is prepered, the complete factusl information
based upon absolute findings, and give you the source and means by which we
arrived et any conclusions which we utter. You cen take the following es e
definite finding: The aspplicetion of the Rife Rey as we heve used it, does,
in the great majority of cases, restore the full visual function of the eye;
thet is, that portion of visual disturbance due to opacities in the lens,
How it does it and why it does it, I do not know, but the sabove statement is
an ectuel fact, supported now by many ceses,

Ch Lord! How I wish we could get together and go over this work!
I believe it will result in epochal changes in the profession's handling of
catarasct cases. I heve learned a whole lot about ceteract and how to use a&n
ophthalmoscope and how to photograph the lens for opacities, but owing to my
leck of actual lmowledge of the eye, due to my lack of experience with it,
I still do not feel very secure in coming to conclusions.

Wishing you and Mrs, Heitger a pleassant end profiteble summer, I

Very sincerely, your friend,
MILBANK JOENSON (Signed)
P, S.: What I have told you above is told in the strictesteconfidence, as

we are not yet ready to meke & public ennouncement =- we hope to be ready
shortly.
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