September 25, 193§

By dear Dr. Schraa,

The inforsatiom in your letter from Darling
regarding ths two sets of mice was as much of & sur-
prise to ¥ir. Rife as it was to me. Unfortunately the
mioce arrived at a rather inopyportuns time as your visit
vas immediately followed by a three weeks'! stay of
Dr. Walker from the Hooper Poundation. We were busy
day after day teaching him the technigue that we
followed in recovering the B. X. so that he would be
abls to repsat the experimemts in San Franciscod.

Also, sbout that time, the new Rife Ray
Bachine had arrived at its point of construction when
elaborate tasts bad to be made in order to synchronize
by the old =achine. Now, we are in the throes of
agourataly charting the 14,000 possible settings om
the new machine. Our next process, beginning next
veak, 1s to test iis pemetration, the tise required in
the different exposurss, the different Geoths of
lesioms, 80, take it altogether we ars just =dout as
busy as a bear in berrytime.

Irying to sultivate strange germs and idemtify
them in malignant tissue is just about as difficult and
teadious a joh as ons can undertske and does not want any
interruptioca if a worthwhile Jjob 1s to be dome. I realise
that any idiot can make excuses. Hence, I am not writing
this with the idea of excusing xmypself. I am aimply writing
1t to show you why we eould not at that partisular time have
followed cut your instructions and desires even if we bad
wnderstood them. When things get settled dowm and we get
through studying the life cycle and the mesns of killing
B. XI. and 1is derivatives, then, we will have time to taks
up some of thess other subjeats.

B vas glad you reached home safely. You will be
intereated to kmow that a oocuple of the Mew Haven mice ars
still alive.



Ir. Schram - 2 September 25, 1936

This press of time and work that I have deseribed
sbould sonvinee you how badly we need a grant to employ
some assistance in our laboratory. We ars going on anmybow,
but we will naturally bave to go alower unless we get
assigtance.

As soon as we get straightened out on s-me of
this work that is pressing us at this time, I shall write
you again. I shall be very glad then to receive some more
tumorous mice and hunt far some other organisam besides
B. X:=ia their tissuss.

Er. Rife asked me to send his regards tc you
and plsase sccept xy own.

Yours very sincersly,

BILBANK JOHNSON.

Pr. BMlldred W. 8. Schran
1616 Yalnut Street

Philacelphia, Pennsykvenia



